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Dramatic changes in family patterns during the last 30 years will affect the scope and 
value of Social Security protection as well as the delivery and funding of elder care.  A 
number of policy proposals will be discussed in the presentation.  Professor Chen is a 
fellow of the Gerontological Society of America and a founding member of the National 
Academy of Social Insurance.  He participated in the 1971, 1981, and 1995 White House 
Conferences on Aging and the 1998 White House Conference on Social Security.  His 
research focuses on five interrelated areas in old-age economic security:  Social Security 
financing, private pension coverage, funding long-term care, home equity conversion/ 
reverse mortgages, and gradual/phased retirement. 
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